
Transitioning to 
Blackboard Ultra 

What's happening? 

We are transitioning our 
Blackboard courses from the 
Original experience to Ultra. 
Programs may switch earlier, but 
starting Spring 2027, all courses 
must be in Blackboard Ultra. 

Semester Original Ultra 

Summer 2026 X X 

Fall 2026 X X 

Spring 2027 X 

What's new about Ultra? 

• Easier to copy content across 
semesters 

• Gradebook is more flexible 

• Accommodations are set once at 
the start of the semester 

• More accessible 

• Mobile-friendly design 

Where can I get help? 

Blackboard Ultra How-To Guides 
from the LAI 

Blackboard Help Center from 
Blackboard LMS 

Blackboard Ultra Training Schedule 
from the LAI 

Contact Laurie or Alison - 
remember to add them as a TA first! 

How do I get started? 

• From a new Ultra course, copy the 
content from your Original course. 
You can copy the entire course or 
individual items as needed. 

• Use Student Preview to view your 
course as students will see it. 

• Configure the overall grade 
column in the Gradebook. 

• Set up test accommodations in 
the Roster. 

• Check all tool links (ex. 
VoiceThread and Panopto). 

IMPACT Team 

https://library.gwu.edu/blackboard-ultra
https://help.anthology.com/blackboard/instructor/?lang=en
https://help.anthology.com/blackboard/instructor/en/course-and-content-management/set-up-courses/manage-course-enrollment.html#accommodations-734299
https://help.anthology.com/blackboard/instructor/en/grading/grading-setup/grade-columns/overall-grade-column.html#set-up-the-overall-grade
https://help.anthology.com/blackboard/instructor/en/course-and-content-management/set-up-courses/student-preview.html
https://library.gwu.edu/sites/default/files/2024-01/FOSS_Copy%20a%20Course%20in%20Blackboard%20Ultra.pdf
https://library.gwu.edu/sites/default/files/2024-04/Add%20%26%20Remove%20TAs%20or%20Facilitators.pdf
mailto:alisonmcguire@gwu.edu
mailto:lbl@gwu.edu
https://library.gwu.edu/events?start_date=2026-02-24&sort_bef_combine=start_date_ASC&field_tags[244]=244

